A case of seminoma of the testis complicated by an extensive granulomatous reaction is reported. This reaction was so florid that a benign condition was initially considered until further material for histology was examined and the correct diagnosis made.
Introduction
A granulomatous reaction in a seminoma is a fairly common occurrence; a mild or patchy granulomatous reaction being present in 30% of classical seminomas and a severe reaction in 10% (Thackray and Crone, 1976) .
A case is reported in which this reaction was much more marked than in any previous reports, being so extensive that initially a diagnosis of granulomatous orchitis was considered on histological examination. .., -.
- a seminoma may be analogous to the reaction to normal sperm found in granulomatous orchitis. It has been suggested that dying seminoma cells, by liberating lipid from the cytoplasm, elicit a granulomatous response (Thackray, 1978) . However, in all previous cases, the reaction has been patchy in distribution and has involved only one lobule of the tumour. It is clearly important that several blocks of the lesion be examined in such cases to obtain the correct diagnosis. In addition, other causes of granuloma formation, notably tuberculosis, should be excluded. The presence of a pronounced granulomatous response confers a good prognosis, in that cases where the response is marked show a 10% increased survival at 5 years compared with those with no granulomatous response (Thackray and Crone, 1976) .
The clinical features of both seminoma and granulomatous orchitis can be similar in that testicular swelling is the commonest presenting symptom in both disorders and there is a considerable overlap in the age of presentation. In one series of cases of granulomatous orchitis, the age range was 26 to 72 years (Lynch et al., 1968) . Of the 17 cases of seminoma seen in this department since 1973, the age range varied between 27 to 68 years; of these cases only 2 showed a granulomatous response.
In conclusion, this case is presented to alert pathologists and clinicians of the potential diagnostic trap of florid granulomatous reaction in a seminoma.
